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Today you will learn about the set-up and safe operation of vehicle mounted aerial lifts, also called bucket trucks as we will call them
throughout this training. We will strive to provide information that will increase your knowledge and help to make you a better operator.
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Overview

Aerial lift platforms are great tools to conduct work at
heights and increase production efficiency. These machines
lift personnel, along with tools and materials, from 10-12
feet in the air to as high as 100 feet.
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During this training we'll discuss the anat
trucks and stress thegd artance of insped
before it is put into
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CLUSION

We will look at bucket truck stability and
the importance of knowing the machine’s
capacity. We will also discuss safe operating
principles and briefly cover refueling.
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We will emphasize the importance of pl2
setting up the machis operly so as to a
obstacles around tf ite, providing t
amou
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Powerline Contact Falls from Platforms

Tipovers

Struck or Crushed by Lift

IX most common hazards associated with bucket truck operation and
to recognize, avoid, or minimize them.

PROVISIONS,... OPERATOR

SAFETY TRAINING

SAFETY BUCKET TRUCK .i

Copyright Safety Provisions, Inc.




INTRODUCTION STABILITY ' COPERATIONS CLUSION

Upon completion of this training, you sho
_I" with the types of vehicle mounted aerial lif
your company, have an in sed knowledgé
inspect and safely op m, and be able
recognize the
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Bucket trucks have made it saft
personnel and their tools to gres
correctly, tlad ipment provide
access to eas, that at ond
ea n scaffolding or
asn’t the safgst @
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Bucket trucks have a turret and boom that are e
mounted on trucks or vans and are often referred to
as cherry pickers or boom trucks, but for this training
we will call them bucket trucks. They are used along

public roads and highways, by public works and road
maintenance crews, or utility companies.

"

SAFETY BUCKET TRUCK
|G SERIES PROVISIONS... OPERATOR

SAFETY TRAINING

Copyright Safety Provisions, Inc.




INTRODUCTION -!!I!!! I!!I!I-m STABILITY ' COPERATIONS CLUSION

They can also come in the form of ladder trucks
or hoisting capabilities. These types of lifts are most
in the sign industry. Where safe ciples differ be
these and other bucket trucks) discuss them pé
throughout this press on.

PROVISIONS,... OPERATOR

SAFETY TRAINING

SAFETY BUCKET TRUCK i

Copyright Safety Provisions, Inc.




INTRODUCTION -!H!!! I!!I!I-m STABILITY ' COPERATIONS CLUSION

Training

No matter the equipment, it is common to hear workers and
even employers ask ‘where does it state operators need to be
trained?’ Can’t an operator also be deemed “qualified” based on
experience? First, 29 CFR 1926.21(b)(2), the employer
responsibility section on safety training and education for t
construction industry, states that “the employer shall |
each employee in the recognition and avoidance of u
conditions and the regulations applicabl
environment to control or eliminate a
exposure to illness or injury.”
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Confusion and even false justification often surface due to
1926.20(b)(4) in the General Safety and Health Provision,
which states “the employer shall permit only those employees
qualified by training or experience to operate equipment and
machinery.” So there appears to be a conflict: one says training
is @ must, the other says it’s an option. Generally speaking, ig
the case that two standards or differing organizations4d
ASME/ANSI, SAE) contradict each other, it is alyays bd
follow the stricter of the two rules.
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American Nalional Slandards Inslitute SETTING THE STANDARI
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Ultimately, in the case of an accident, OSHA will want to see proof
of training. If you cannot furnish that proof and can, instead, only
offer up that the worker came into the job with 20 years of
experience, you’ll most likely be in trouble. Experience may qualify
an operator, but very rarely will experience alone suffice. A history
of operating for any given amount of time does not necessarily
mean the operator knows how to operate safely and cogg
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Bad habits are easily passed from one worker and one site to
another, all in the name of “experience.” Can you think of a
particular time—in or outside of construction—where you ] ;

did something a certain way for years only to discover that oy 3 R - “'-.s
you had been doing it wrong the whole time? In this case, as "
in all cases, in our experience, training will only help. It can
reinforce and enhance the good experience while addressi
and correcting the bad habits from misguided experienct

. Have you hearc
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ent in an unsafe

ent or a near miss

operator receive r evaluation for performance

e operator is required to use a different type of machine or
hment

place conditions have changed

tionally, 1926.64(g)(2) states that “The employer...shall
determine the appropriate frequency of refresher training.”

0 8S heavy equipment must receive training prior to operating the machine on their own. As
refresher training are also very specific.
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It’s important to note the last two cond
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I omes to g, OSHA’s

gard in some in like forklifts) are
y specific: operators must be re-evaluated

y three years to see if they are still

petent to operate the equipment. Best
Bractices say to apply this same rule to all types
of equipment. A so-called “free-pass” cannot
be awarded based on experience, age, or time
on the job. The extent of the evaluation is to be
determined by the employer, but should
include a written and practical examination
that prove continued competency.
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are the ma ards concerning aerial lifts. Many states have additional standards as do
jes s ime) ing and Offshore oil platforms. It’s your responsibility to know all federal, state,
to your machine and job site. If you are not sure, ask your supervisor or safety coordinator.
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Inspections

——-ﬂ )
Monthly or yearly inspections, referred to as ‘ ;
periodic inspections, should be thorough and “ e
performed by a competent person. A record B
should be kept of these inspections along with

any repairs or maintenance that are made.
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Each day before the lift is used, the operator, or a
designated person, should inspect it. Using a

checklist usually found in the operator's manual will
keep you from overlooking something important.
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Load tests of bucket ti
performed on a regula

*(Pictured: a load test using buckets of sand)
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At the conclusion of the inspection, report any
damage or malfunction to your supervisor.
Never use a machine in need of repair.
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Only trained and authorized personne
operate a bucket tru quipment oper?

urer's operating
ound in the operator’s

2ad and understood all decals, warnings, and
acity plates on the machine.

\ ® Performed a thorough pre-shift inspection each day
‘ehicle . ; prior to operating the machine.
Main

~wrer: )

SAFETY BUCKET TRUCK
PROVISIONS., .. OPERATOR

SAFETY TRAINING

Copyright Safety Provisions, Inc.




INTRODUCTION RIGGING | STABILITY OPERATIONS HAZARDS LUSION

Anatomy & Components
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