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Today you will learn how to safely operate a digger derrlck sometimes referred to as dlgger trucks. We will
strlve to prowde mformatlon that W|II increase your knowledge and heIp to make you a better operator.
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RAISE THE HOOK/LOAD: LOWER THE HOOK/LOAD: SLEW/ROTATE CRANE:

FOREFINGER EXTENMDED, POINTED § SAME AS AAISE THE HOOK, EXCEPT § HAND POINTED IN DIRECTION OF
UP AND CIRCLING. FOR FASTER § FOREFINGER POINTS DOWN MOVEMENT
SPEED USE TWO OR MORE FIN-

RAISE THEBOOM/LUFF UP: LOWER THE BOOM/ STOPB
FIST CLOSED, THUMB EXTENDED LUFF DOWN: HANDS RAI

AND POINTING UP. SAME ASH BOOM, EXCEFT
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We will discuss the safety considerations of properly setting up
the digger derrick and the importance of good communication
ool Wi merms o | on the job site, as well as the hand signals for mobile cranes.
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We will discuss some basic rigging principles and how
inspect and use lifting slings, as well aagother lifting hard
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Upon completion of this training, you should 8
familiar with digger derricks, have an increasec
knowledge of how to set-yg afely operate t
and be able to recognize t on hazards tha
surround thei
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Training

No matter the equipment, it is common to hear workers and
even employers ask “where does it state operators need to be
trained? Can’t an operator also be deemed qualified based on
experience?” First, 29 CFR 1926.21(b)(2), the employer
responsibility section on safety training and education for t
construction industry, states that “the employer shall |
each employee in the recognition and avoidance of u
conditions and the regulations applicabl
environment to control or eliminate a
exposure to illness or injury.”
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Confusion and even false justification often surface due to
1926.20(b)(4) in the General Safety and Health Provision,
which states “the employer shall permit only those
employees qualified by training or experience to operate
equipment and machinery.”

So there appears to be a conflict: one says training is 3
the other says it’s an option. Generally speaking, in th
that two standards or differing organizatig A,
ASME/ANSI, SAE) contradict each othe bes
follow the stricter of the twg rules.
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Ultimately, in the case of an accident, OSHA will want to see proof
of training. If you cannot furnish that proof and can, instead, only
offer up that the worker came into the job with 20 years of
experience, you’ll most likely be in trouble. Experience may qualify
an operator, but very rarely will experience alone suffice. A history
of operating for any given amount of time does not necessarily
mean the operator knows how to operate safely and cogg

se@drate violation.”
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Bad habits are easily passed from one worker on one site to —
another, all in the name of “experience.” Can you think of a ——
particular time—in or outside of construction—where you ;'““—{"’ e
did something a certain way for years only to discover that :
you had been doing it wrong the whole time? In this case, as
in all cases, training will only help. It can reinforce and
enhance the good experience while addressing and

correcting the bad habits from misguided experience.
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When it comes to refresher training, OSHA’s standard in some
instances (like forklifts) are very specific: operators must be re-
evaluated every three years to see if they are still competent
to operate the equipment. Best practices say to apply this
same rule to all types of equipment. A so-called “free-pass”
cannot be awarded based on experience, age, or time on the
job. The extent of the evaluation is to be determined by the
employer, but should include a written and practical
examination that prove continued competenc
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| Did you know?

f/ Regulations specify that an operator must take

a refresher course if any of the following apply:

The operator is observed operating the equipment in an unsafe
manner (e.g., no seat belt, reckless driving, etc.).
®* The operator is involved in an accident or a near mi
® The operator received a poor evaluation fgr perfor
® The operator is required to use a diffg
attachment.
Workplace conditions have changed

t make a boom
quiring additional training?

Oifferent ty

Additionally, 1926.64(g)
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SAFETY
PROVISIONS....

Copyright Safety Provisions, Inc.

. i
OPERATOR P




. o ~

INTRODUCTION AMNATOMY

STABILITY | RIGGING Eﬂ.ﬂTII:IS ; I LUSHION

The same goes for attachments, below-the-hook
devices, and other changes in work site
conditions. You will need to be instructed on safe
use and potential hazards when it comes to using
any attachments or means of rigging to hoist
loads.

Additionally, if you have been certified to operate
a derrick doing line work and then move on to
work on a construction site, additional traigs
and certification will be required.
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Equipment operators also share in the responsibility to ensure
they and their co-workers have:

Received training by a qualified person.

Read and understood the manufacturer's operating
instructions and safety rules as found in the operator’s
manual.

Read and understood all decals, warnings,
plates on the crane.
Performed a thorough pre-sii
to operating the machine.
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STANDARDS Standards
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your responsibility to know all federal, state,
local, and company rules that apply to your
machine and job site.
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